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NWC - A Distinctly Christian Liberal Arts Institution
(EDITOR'S NOTE: This article by

students committed to a vibrant
the educational experience at
personal relationship with Jesus
Northwestern is broader than our
April for a special academic issue of the
Christ, who is recognized as Lord
Beacon, Northwestern's
student newsprimary effort in academics. Just
paper. It is reprinted with pennission.)
of all, including especially in this
as I'm impressed with breadth in
context, our academic pursuits.
the academic program, so do I
I am pleased to share with you a
Northwestern is an
value a breadth of developmental
presidential vision for the academic undergraduate liberal arts
opportunities for the overall
program at Northwestern College. institution. We are neither a Bible
college experience.
In honoring the request of the
college with a rather singular
Northwestern, like other
Beacon staff, it should be noted that focus, nor are we a research
colleges we wish to emulate, has
this is not a new vision, but rather
university with oftentimes token
long espoused the development of
one which has been consistently
attention given to teaching.
the whole person--mind, body and
articulated in college publications
Rather, we emphasize the effective spirit. In reality it is this
and published speeches.
teaching of a broad-based
"package" of the intellectual,
I often state that our mission is
foundational curriculum designed
spiritual, physical and social
to provide a quality, distinctly
to prepare more for life than for a
dimensions which allows
Christian liberal arts education.
specific job. The enduring
Northwestern to stand tall relative
This is substantially delineated in
competencies we seek to
to other institutions.
the college's mission statement
develop--the ability to think clearly
But, let us not forget that we are
which is included in all of our
and creatively, judge wisely, and
an educational institution. What
institutional handbooks. The
communicate effectively--will
we are about here primarily is the
Northwestern College education I
serve graduates well in any
development of the mind, the
envision is one which recognizes
vocational pursuit. Although
intellect. This is not a church,
the giftedness of all God's people
typically such liberal arts
though we treasure its importance
and challenges them according to
education is marked by in-depth
and engage in many of the same
their ability. I desire that it be a
study in at least one discipline, I
ministries. Nor are we a sports,
premier education, though not an
would caution against the
music, or theatre factory, though
elite one. There is a fundamental
proliferation of courses in a single
lessons learned here are often
difference. The latter identifies a
discipline at the expense of an
learned better than in the
narrow, intellectually and/ or
opportunity to sample the entire
classroom. We are not a social
economically, homogeneous
curriculum more broadly. Too
club either, though few of us
population, quite unlike what is
much specialization at the
would disagree that social skills
embodied in a cross section of our
undergraduate level seems to be
are very important. What we are is
collegiate society. The former
the antithesis of a liberal arts
a Christian liberal arts institution
indicates that we would not be
education and should be reserved
and our primary effort and
content with mediocrity. In an
for more focused graduate study.
attention are eagerly given to this
academic environment marked by
But even the acquisition of a
dimension. The reality, of course,
excellence the primary responbroad-based knowledge is
is that exclusive attention to this
sibility and privilege for students
dimension would lead to a rather
insufficient. We desire that this
is to study and learn, for faculty to
stilted development. What we
knowledge be applied correctly,
teach and pursue scholarship, and
must strive for then, is a balance
Christianly. This we call wisdom!
for administration and staff to
which
embraces the integral nature
In sum, my vision for the
lead, support and facilitate the
of the spiritual and recognizes the
academic program at NWC would
teaching/learning process.
primacy of the academic, while
entail rigorous study, marked by
The academic program I
dynamic, personalized teaching,
understanding and appreciating
envision at Northwestern would
the inherent and necessary worth
and diligent student effort.
be distinctly Christian. Truth
of the physical and social. To
Although I have been asked to
pursued in all disciplines would be focus here on our academic
deliver such an education is a high
pursued from a Christian
and noble calling, deserving of the
program, I would be remiss if I
perspective by faculty and
failed to mention that my vision for very best efforts from all of us.
President
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James Bultman was written in

CAMPUS NEWS

Enrollment Records Set
The enrollment records set at
Northwestern last fall are now all
history. This fall's enrollment has
topped the marks from 1993in
several categories.
Total enrollment is 1,141,an
increase of four percent from last
year's 1,092. Much of the increase

is attributable to another large
freshman class, 395 students. This
year's enrollment also set records
in full-time students, 1,081,and
full-time equivalent students,
1,107. Since 1986,enrollment has
increased by 36 percent.

Campaign Progresses
As of Sept. 1, more than $11.6
million has been committed toward
the Call to Commitment:
Expanding the Vision capital
campaign's $12.5 million cash goal.
The expectancy goal of $3 million
has been exceeded.
Campaign fund-raising efforts
are scheduled this fall for the Iowa
Great Lakes area; Cherokee/Storm

Lake; Corsica/Platte, S.D.;
Yankton/Springfield, S.D.;Cedar
Rapids/Iowa City; and North
Central Illinois/South Central
Wisconsin.

Institute Group
Largest Ever

Carver Scholars
Two Northwestern students,
Kathy E. De [ong and Kimberly
Scorza, have been selected as 199495 Carver Scholars by the Iowa
College Foundation. Each of them
will receive over $7,200 in
scholarship funds as the result of a
grant from The Roy J. Carver
Charitable Trust Foundation of
Muscatine.
De Jong is a junior elementary
education major from rural Orange
City. Scorza, a second-year Carver
Scholarship recipient, is a senior
social work major from Alton. The
two are among 53 scholarship
recipients who are juniors and
seniors at Iowa independent
colleges and universities.
Now in its sixth year, the Carver
Scholars Program is designed to
help students who demonstrate the
desire to succeed by overcoming
significant social, economic and
psychological obstacles to work
toward a college degree.

Participants in the Summer Institute for
International Students took English and
Bible courses and learned about MidAmerican culture.

Work continues on the Bultman
Intercollegiate Athletic Center, scheduled
for completion this spring.

Academic All-American
Kay Pals, an
Orange City senior, received third
teamGTE/CoSIDA
Academic AllAmerican honors
in track and cross
country during
Kay Pals
the summer. A
biology-health professions major
with a 3.97 GPA, Pals earned AllAmerican status in both indoor
and outdoor track last year.

On its 10th year anniversary,
Northwestern's Summer Institute
for International Students had its
largest enrollment yet. Forty-one
students-from Japan, Hong Kong,
Korea, Mexico and Taiwanattended the five-week program in
July and August.
Participants included recent
high school graduates, current
college students, a high school
teacher and a seminary professor.
About half of the students remain
for the 1994-95school year.
Reflecting on the Summer
Institute's more than 300 alumni,
founder Dr. Lyle VanderWerff says
the program "has surpassed all I
ever hoped it could be. We're not
under any illusion that we'll
change the world through one
program in a small Iowa town, but
by developing international
friendships, learning about other
cultures, and sharing the love of
God we can make our investment
count in at least a small way
toward the ministry ofreconciliation."
3

Professors Active in Scholarship
Dr. Robert Zwier, vice president
for academic affairs and professor
of political science, is the author of
a chapter for a book just published
by University Press of America.
The book, Christian Political
Activism at the Crossroads, is edited
by Dr. William R. Stevenson Jr.
Zwier's chapter, "An Organizational Perspective on Religious
Interest Groups," examines two
different types of religious interest
groups: church groups such as the
Washington Office of the
Presbyterian Church, USA, and
individual membership groups

such as Bread for the World. The
article explores how each type of
group is organized, governed,
engages in policy advocacy in
Washington, D.C., and maintains
the support of its membership.
The chapter is based on interviews
with more than 40 representatives
of religious groups operating in
the nation's capital.
Dr. Michael Yoder, associate professor of sociology/ anthropology,
spoke at a conference on "Reformed
Reactions to Modernity" at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, Mich., in

NORTHWESTERN CALLING!
Your gift to the Annual Fund will help these
students and many others experience
a Northwestern education.

MAKE THEIR NIGHT!
Put yourself on their line ... with a pledge!
Thank you for supporting the 1994-95 Annual Fund!
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May. He presented a paper
entitled "Transforming Society vs,
Purifying the Church: Iowa
Reformed and Amish-Mennonites
as a Case Study." Yoder also
served as a discussant for two
other papers.
The Wayne
State College art
gallery exhibited
drawings,
etchings and
engravings by
John Kaericher,
John Kaericher
associate
professor of art, during the month
of September. Some of the works
in Kaerichers solo exhibition were
completed during his sabbatical
leave last spring.
Dr. Kim Regnier, assistant
professor of mathematics, has been
selected to participate in Project
NExT (New Experiences in
Teaching). The project, sponsored
by the Mathematical Association of
America with support from the
Exxon Education Foundation, is a
program for new or recent doctoral
degree recipients in the
mathematical sciences who are
interested in improving the
teaching and learning of
undergraduate math. Regnier and
the others will attend three
national meetings and later
implement new curricula and
alternative teaching techniques in
the classroom.
Dr. Kimberly Dtke, associate
professor of music, traveled to
Austria in July to attend the
International Spittal Choral
Festival, where she listened to
choirs from 11 different countries.
While in Europe, Utke also
attended performances in Prague,
Vienna and Salzburg.

Ten Faculty Involved in Summer Research Program
Ten faculty members spent part
of their summer involved in
projects supported by
Northwestern's Faculty Summer
Research Program. The program
awarded nearly $14,000for
research and writing projects this
summer.
Two professors were engaged
in joint faculty-student research
projects. Dr. Fred Van Dyke,
assistant professor of biology,
worked with environmental
science major Wendi Klein, a
sophomore from Sioux Falls. Dr.
Joel Westerholm, associate
professor of English, was assisted
by Melissa Lovegren, a junior
English major from Lynden,
Wash.
Van Dyke and Klein conducted
computer and statistical analysis
of the size and characteristics of
elk home ranges in south central
Montana. Using data collected
from radio-collared elk studied by
Van Dyke from 1988-91,and data
collected from earlier studies, the
research evaluated long-term
changes in range use by four
different elk populations, as well
as the development of new ranges
made by small groups of elk
colonizing new areas.
Westerholm and Lovegren
studied the devotional poetry of
19th century British women,
looking at their authoritative
voices in speaking to and about
God. Westerholm and Lovegren
focused on three women poets
who were quite popular in their
time but are not well known
today.
Six NWC professors-Dr. Doug
Anderson, Jeff Barker, Dr. Beth
Doriani, Dr. Jay Van Hook, Dr.
Don Wacome and Dr. Mike
Yoder-participated in major
faculty projects.

Anderson, the Northwestern
College Professor of History,
continued the revision of his
doctoral dissertation for possible
future publication. This work
studies Protestants in the San
Francisco Bay area from 19001920.
Barker, assistant professor of
theatre, completed a preproduction revision of his new
full-length play, "Unspoken for
Time." The play will be produced
at Northwestern in December.
Doriani, assistant professor of
English, began work on a
scholarly book about 19th century
American women's poetry. This
summer she focused on learning
more about Iiterary theory in
order to develop some strategies
for interpreting this poetry.
Van Hook, professor of
philosophy, studied research by
H. Odera Oruka, one of Africa's
leading philosophers. Oruka is
producing a written record of
traditional African philosophical
wisdom. Van Hook's research
included a field trip with Oruka to
visit, interview and record the
views of some of Kenya's
philosophical sages.
Wacome, associate professor of
philosophy, examined various
views of the conceptual
framework of human experience.
He explored the possibilities of
reconciling anomalous monismthe theory that our everyday ways
of describing the world and
ourselves supervene on the
material realities described by
science-with Christian theism's
claim that the existence of the
material world and the world of
human experience is best
explained by the purposes of the
Creator.
Yoder, associate professor of

sociology I anthropology,
continued his research on the
tensions between the priestly and
prophetic roles of clergy members.
This summer he analyzed survey
data obtained from Northwest
Iowa pastors, conducted additional
interviews with area clergy and
laity, and prepared results for
publication and presentation.
Two other faculty members, Dr.
Eric Elder and Dr. Kimberly Utke,
had smaller research projects
funded. Elder, associate professor
of business and economics,
explored how neural networks
function, so he can test to see if
they can be used to accurately
forecast economic or financial
variables such as interest rates or
stock market levels. Utke,
associate professor of music,
visited the places where Austrian
composer Johann Nepomuk
Hummel lived and worked.
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NEW FACULTY/STAFF

Employees Bring Solid Credentials
Along with a large freshman
class, several new full-time faculty
and staff members are learning
their way around campus this fall.
Lois Herzog joins the social
work faculty after four years as a
psychotherapist with the
Siouxland Mental Health Center in
Sioux City. Herzog received a
Master of Social Work degree from
the University of NebraskaOmaha, completed 26 hours of
social work courses at NWC and
earned a bachelor's degree in
radio-television at Bob Jones
University. She was the
community programming
manager of Orange City-Alton
Cable TV, based on
Northwestern's campus, from
1982-89. Herzog replaces Chris
Doriani, who is now involved in a
clinical counseling practice with
Bethesda Christian Counseling.
Dr. Tim Huffman is a new
faculty member in the mathematics
department. An August doctoral
graduate in mathematics at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Huffman also earned a master's
degree in math at UN-L and a
bachelor's at Concordia College of
Nebraska. He replaces Michael
Schmuker, who moved to
Michigan.
Dr. Michael Kugler comes to the
NWC history department
following completion of his
doctorate in European history at
the University of Chicago. He
recently served as a visiting
assistant professor of history at
Eastern Oregon State College.
Kugler earned a master's degree in
history at Western Washington
University and a bachelor's at
Judson Baptist College of Oregon.
He replaces Dr. Barry Ryan, who
has joined the history faculty at
6

Point Loma Nazarene College in
California.
Michael Morris joins the foreign
language faculty with
responsibilities in both Spanish
and French. Morris has been
working toward a doctorate in
foreign language education at the
University of Iowa. He earlier
earned a master's degree in

Lois Herzog

Dr. Tim Huffman

Mark Taylor

Carl Fictorie

Spanish and a bachelor's in French
and anthropology / sociology at
Rockford College of Illinois. He
replaces Pat Myhren.
Robin Riley is a new member of
the communication studies faculty.
A doctoral candidate in media
aesthetics/cultural studies at the
University of Utah, he earlier
earned a Master of Divinity degree
at American Baptist Seminary in
Berkeley, Calif., and a bachelor's at
Walla Walla College of
Washington. Riley has previous
experience in newspaper
production and radio news,
announcing and sales. He replaces
Dr. Rick Moore, who is now on the
faculty at Boise State University.

New in the religion department
is Paul Schaefer [r., a doctoral
candidate at Oxford University.
He spent the last year as a lecturer
in church history and historical
theology at Philadelphia
Theological Seminary and as
pulpit supply for two Presbyterian
churches in the Philadelphia area.
Schaefer earned a master's degree

Dr. Michael

Kugler

Scott VanderStoep

Robin Riley

at Emory University and a
bachelor's at the University of
Pennsylvania. He replaces Dr.
Charles Hill, who is now on the
faculty at Reformed Theological
Seminary in Orlando, Fla.
Dr. Scott VanderStoep occupies
a newly-added position on the
psychology faculty. A visiting
assistant professor at Hope College
for the last year and a half, he
received a doctorate in psychology
and education at the University of
Michigan, a master's in social
psychology at the University of
Illinois, and a bachelor's at Hope.
Carl Fictorie is filling a one-year
position in chemistry while Dr.
Peter Hansen is on sabbatical.

Doug Otto

Dana Smith

Scott Te Stroete

Darrin Kimpson

Colenbrander Hall. He graduated
in May with a master's degree in
educational ministries from
Wheaton College. Otto earned his
bachelor's degree in Christian
education at Taylor University. He
previously served three years as a
resident director at Georgia's
Covenant College.
The new student activities
director is Kurt Dykstra '94. Past
president of the Student
Government Association, Dykstra
was a member of the Sigma Tau
senior honor society and Who's
Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges. He served

Kurt Dykstra

Paul Schaefer Jr.

Fictorie has been working toward
a doctorate in materials chemistry
at the University of Minnesota. He
received a bachelor's degree in
chemistry and physics from Dordt
College.
Also serving in a one-year
position is Mark Taylor in the
music department, replacing Tim
McGarvey who is working on his
doctorate at The University of
Cincinnati. Taylor has been
working toward a doctorate in
music education at Case Western
Reserve University. He holds a
Master of Music degree from
Michigan State University and a
bachelor's from Grand Rapids
Baptist College. His previous
teaching experience inc!udes
serving as director of bands at
Mansfield, Ohio, Christian School.
Two new admissions counselors
are touting Northwestern to
prospective students. Dana Smith
'93 and Scott Te Stroete '94 replace
Kris Korver '92, who is now a high
school teacher / coach at Valley
Christian High School in Cerritos,
Calif., and Dan Van Gorp '92, who
is attending Fuller Theological
Seminary.
Smith joins the staff after a year

Candyce Janzen

Ron Dykstra

as a Chapter One reading and
math teacher at Adair-Casey
Elementary School. As a
Northwestern student, Smith was
active in theatre productions and
was a member of the Sigma Tau
senior honor society and Who's
Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges.

Te Stroete graduated in May
with a bachelor's degree in
political science and business
administration. A resident
assistant, he was active in the
Student Government Association
and served as secretary-general of
the Model Arab League.
Candyce Janzen is the new
resident director in Smith Hall.
She earned a master's degree in
counseling this spring from
Providence Theological Seminary
in Otterburne, Manitoba. She
received her undergraduate degree
from Winnipeg Bible College,
where she was a resident assistant
and participated in music ministry
teams. Janzen replaces Heather
Weiss, who has returned to
California to pursue other
opportunities.
Doug Otto joins the student
affairs staff as resident director of

as a resident assistant, co-chairman
of the Homecoming Committee,
and a member of the A cappella
Choir and Heritage Singers. He
replaces Brooke Mclntire, who has
moved to California.
Darrin Kimpson '94 is serving as
resident director in Heemstra Hall
and assistant men's basketball
coach. An All-American in track
who received the Vander Stoep
Award, sang in the choir and
served as a student ambassador
and resident assistant, Kimpson is
a former NWC assistant coach in
volleyball. As RD, he replaces Phil
Mclntire, who is now on the staff
at California Lutheran University.
Ron Dykstra joined the
maintenance department in June as
the new groundskeeper. He
previously was employed by MedTech in Orange City and by the
Tustin, Calif., School District.

Raider News
Want to check on a Red Raider
score or find out game highlights?
Northwestern's sports information
office operates a pre-recorded
sports hotline phone number
with the latest Raider news. Call
it any time day or night.

712-737-7202
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FACULTY PROFILE

Bringingthe Past
by Duane Beeson
At an early age, Dr. Doug
Anderson found that history
stimulated his imagination. He
was fascinated by his family's
"You Are There-the Battle of
Gettysburg" record, part of a series
of 78-speed albums produced by
CBSRadio that brought historic
events to life. And, in sixth grade,
Doug's teacher had to coerce him
to read fiction instead of
concentrating on history and
biography.
"I enjoyed trying to put myself
back into the past," Doug recalls in
his Van Peursem Hall office,
surrounded by seven overflowing
bookcases. "For me, history has
always been exciting. But I know
for many-perhaps most--of our
students, history is something
they've experienced as boring."
Now in his sixth year on
Northwestern's history faculty,
Doug sees himself as an
"evangelist for history," seeking to
ignite in others the same passion
for history that burns within him.
While he knows that few of his
Western Civilization students will
choose to major in history, he
hopes that they "will see that
history really is more interesting
than they thought it was, and that
they will go out with an openness
to pick up a biography about
someone and be motivated by
interest to find out about the past."
To elicit that interest, Doug uses
a diversity of techniques in the
Dr. Doug Anderson, assistant professor of history, also directs Northwestern's Honors
classroom. "I think it's very
Program. The son and grandson of librarians, he earned advanced degrees in history
important to give some sort of
and library science, and calls himself a "third generation bookie."
break every 20-30minutes if
In addition, Doug focuses his
possible, shifting from lecturing to project or discussion. I hope
students never quite know what's
study of history on significant
listening to a piece of period
going to come next."
questions, rather than on names
music, or shifting to a small group
8

and dates. "I ask questions like:
Why did this thing happen? What
led to this development? How
would you view this if you were
living in that time period? I want
students to imaginatively reflect on
what it would be like if they were
middle class women or peasant
men in a particular time and place.
That kind of thing makes history
more meaningful. People begin to
see that history is about the range
of life-that it is attempting to
understand the human condition,
what it means to be human in the
image of God."
Named this spring as the first
recipient of the Northwestern
College Endowed Chair, Doug is
an active scholar with one book
already under his belt. He is the
junior co-author, with his grad
school professor and mentor, Dr.
Eldon Ernst of the Graduate
Theological Union, of Pilgrim
Progression: The Protestant
Experience in California. Doug is

currently in the process of revising
his doctoral dissertation for
possible future publication. This
work studies Protestants in the San
Francisco Bay area from 1900-1920.
A resident of that region for 20
years, Doug possesses a keen
interest in the ways that "place"
and religion intersect. For
example, he says, Reformed
Church members in Orange City
express their religion differently
than their denomina tional
colleagues at the Crystal Cathedral
in Southern California. "East
Coast Reformed are different from
Northwest Iowa Reformed and
different from Western Michigan
Reformed, and so on. How 'place'

fits in there intrigues me."
Doug's study of Protestants in
San Francisco found that they were
puzzled by not being the culturally
dominant force in that city.

Up ClOSE
Douqlxs

ANdERSON

Family: Wife, Joan, free-lance
writer. They met in 1974
when she hired him to
work at Logos Bookstore in
Berkeley.
Education: B.A. in U'S,
history, University of
California-Berkeley, Phi
Beta Kappa; Master of
Library Science degree, CalBerkeley; Ph.D., American
religious history, Graduate
Theological Union,
Berkeley.
Hobbies: Reading, listening
to music, walking,
attending fine arts events,
writing, going to used
bookstores.
Community Involvement:
Elder and adult education
coordinator, American
Reformed Church, Orange
City; former board
president, Sioux County
Oratorio Chorus.
Comments on NWC students:
"In general, I feel good
about the students here. I
feel like I am serving God
by awakening students to
be more what God would
have them be as thinking
Christians. I appreciate that
the students here are
receptive to that."

"Where they came from-New
York, Iowa, Illinois, MichiganProtestants were, or at least
seemed to be, in the majority.
They ran the schools and
newspapers, were politicians.
They came to San Francisco
expecting to be in charge, but
found that they weren't. They
were frustrated with this 'godless'
place that didn't respect
Protestants and didn't have the
converts that it should, yet they
were also intrigued and lured by
the mythic potential of the West,"
he explains.
"Pretty much from the
beginning of American settlement
and the Gold Rush, up to the
present, San Francisco has been a
secular city. People in power
might have had religious
affiliations, but their religion was
not seen as something they needed
to transform culture with and
make a big deal about. The
Protestants didn't know how to
cope with that."
And here, as he often does in his
study of history, Doug finds some
questions worthy of our
contemplation today. "What is our
calling as Christians in relation to
society? Is being in charge really
what we are to seek, or is it the
vision of the New Testament
where Christians are a minority in
a pagan world?" he asks. "Do we
need to re-adjust our thinking in
light of the experience in California
and consider that maybe our
calling is to be a minority-that we
need to rethink how we can
creatively witness for God while
living with others who don't agree
with us?"

to the Present
9

A praying Berkeley Grad
(EDITOR'S NOTE: This article about Dr.
Doug Anderson earned Scott Isebrand '94
second place for prose as an entry in the
1993 Spectrum, Northwestern's
literary
magazine. It is reprinted with the
author's permission.)

by Scott Isebrand
I probably was a little leery. He
fit-at first appearance in a
classroom-the stereotype of a
Berkeley grad, which he is. He
lanked into the room, red
turtleneck wrapped over his
narrow frame, dark brown beard,
full head of brown hair, goldrimmed glasses, and long tan
pants pulled up high and securely
belted just above the waist with a
brown brass-buckled belt. He was
hummlng as he tromped in calmly,
his heavy-shoed feet stomping out
ahead of him. He carried a bundle
of books under his arm and a
cassette player in the opposite
hand. He set the mess down on the
desk top, looked nonchalantly over
the gathering body of students,
pressed and then tapped a
fingertip over his big lips,
thoughtfully contemplating where
to plug in the cassette player. The
nearest outlet struck him as
suitable. Plugging in the player, he
dropped a tape of Baroque music
in and hit the play button.
He looked up.
I made eye contact. Not deliberately, of course; I was a freshman.
With a subtle wave of his hairy
hand, he flashed me a beaming
big-toothed grin, topped with
highly-raised eyebrows.
I don't remember precisely how
I responded. Because I enjoyed
Baroque music I had to have been
made somewhat partial-even
amused-by his behavior.
"Good morning," he began.
"Let's begin with a word of prayer."
Now I was impressed.
10

"Lord," he began in a rich
baritone voice, "May the words of
my mouth and the meditations of
our hearts be acceptable in your
sight, this day and this hour.
Amen."

A praying Berkeley grad.
The semester progressed with
the professor day by day

humor. I would make a point of
talking to him during the breaks he
gave the class-rbrain breaks" he
called them. It was my opportunity
to soak up new knowledge and
explore ideas with him.
The semester was not half over
when I ventured to his office one
rainy afternoon. His door was

Dr. Doug Anderson starts nearly every class period with prayer, explaining to students
at the beginning of each semester his reason for doing so. "I tell them that it's not
because I think it's the pious thing to do, but rather that prayer helps me focus on the
fact that what I'm doing in the classroom is to be done as unto God."

sauntering into class, putting
down his bundle of books, opening
with prayer, often wearing the
same outfit for up to a week at a
time.
Every day the lecture was
structured and entertaining. He
cracked jokes and made frequent
puns, mostly to a select few in the
class who were listening
sympa thetically enough to catch
his witticisms.
From the first day, I was a
member of that select group,
having been taken in by his calm
demeanor, honesty, self-security,
intelligence, taste in music, and

open. Slumped in his rocking
office chair and twisting a few chin
hairs, he was pondering to the
chords of a Mozart concerto. When
he invited me in, I maneuvered
around small stacks of books
surrounding the empty chair like
Stonehenge in miniature.
We exchanged greetings. As an
ice-breaker I asked some question
about an assignment. Then I
pressed him on the subjects of
spirituality and Reformed
theology, picking up a
conversation that we had started
during a recent brain break.
"Well," he began with a sigh,

"prayer has always been an
important aspect of my Christian
journey. Also, silent meditation.
Something I picked up from my
Mennonite brothers."
As he talked, he wiggled loosejointedly. He talked with
deliberateness, choosing his words
carefully, but I could not help
being distracted by his
rhythmically jerking leg, his
incessant twisting of his mustache,
his slightly swaying torso, and hi~
overly-emphatic nodding. He
never stopped moving-as if this
body-flopping fueled his thinking.

to be humble and Godly like
yourself." But that was too
straight-forward, too
uncomfortable. He nodded
silently, his lips pushed out while
he contemplated.
Finally, I said goodbye.

WANTED:

Bright, Articulate Students to
Apply for Endowed Student Grants
How are endowed scholarship grants made possible?
Endowed scholarships are
provided through the
generosity of individuals
who are concerned about the
future of Northwestern
College and recognize the
importance that financial
aid plays in attracting quality
students to our campus.
Endowed scholarships are
funded through specified
will bequests and cash
contributions, or a
combination of the two.
lf you would be interested
in obtaining more informa-tion about establishing an endowed scholarship, contact
Cornie Wassink, Director of
Planned Giving, (712) 7377106, or complete and return
the following form.

"I would make it a
point of talking to him
during the breaks he
gave the class. It was
my opportunity to
soak up new knowledge and explore
ideas with him."
We discussed prayer for a while.
At one point he stooped out of his
chair and grabbed a prayer book
from his bookshelves. He flipped
through it as we talked; then he
laid it down on his desk. The
conversation moved to sacred
music, and then to the relationship
of Christianity and the arts. After
standing to leave, I shared the yarn
of my spiritual journey as I took
three slow steps to his door. I told
him of the world view of the
conservative denomination I grew
up in-that it had no room for
Christian historians, or
Mennonites, or prayers like he
prayed, or his kind of quiet,
reverent, mystical piety. I told him
I was rejecting that world view.
That was the point-what I had
wanted to say since I entered his
room. Next, I wished I could have
said, "Dr. Anderson, show me how

He scooted himself up to his
desk and prepared to type; then he
grabbed the prayer book next to
him and handed it to me as I left.
"Here, why don't you borrow
this," he uttered with an almost sly
smile.

Please send me the following informational

brochures:

37 Things People "Know" About Wills That Aren't Really So
What to Do Before Drafting or Reviewing Your Will
F' Funding Endowed Scholarships at Northwestern

College
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_

Address

_
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Telephone --...:.

---_"_

State,~ __

Zip,

_
_

Send to: Cornie A. Wassink, Director of Planned Giving. Northwestern College, 101
7th St. SW, Orange City, IA 51041
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Innovative doctor
wins national award

by John Buntsma

Dr. Leon Schimmel '61 won a $100,000 award this summer from the Robert Wood
Johnson Community Health leadership
Program, in recognition of his efforts to
provide affordable obstetrical and gynecological
care to poor women.

When Leon Schimmel '61 began
practicing as an obstetrician/
gynecologist in Davis, Calif, in
1973,patients told him he was
different
It's that difference which earned
Schimmel a $100,000award this
summer from the Robert Wood
Johnson Community Health
Leadership Program, The national
program encourages health
professionals who have overcome
adversity to care for people who
are being underserved by the
health care system,
An unswerving commitment to
common sense over mainstream

Emphasizing the

in Health Care
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medical logic put Schimmel on his
current path, Today his efforts are
being acknowledged by traditional
practitioners in Davis who earlier
fought his vision,
Schimmel says the basic value
system he learned growing up in
Sioux Center and while attending
Northwestern under people like
Coach Paul Colenbrander and
Professor Ralph Mouw was
instrumental in the path he
followed, His parents, Arie and
Mag Schimmel, as well as teachers
helped him learn decision-making
guidelines, "When you go to work,
there's nobody else there to make
the decisions for you,"
After two years at
Northwestern, Schimmel
completed pre-med training at the

I

I

1

1

University of Iowa. He graduated
from Iowa's medical school in 1967
and interned for a year in
Sacramento. After two years of
military service, he spent 1970-73
in residency at the Medical College
of Richmond, Va.
Schimmel's time in Sacramento
had made Northern California
appealing to him. In September of
1973he began medical practice in
Davis, a college town that
reminded him a lot of Iowa City.
He became part of a traditional,
three-male ob/ gyn practice. That
traditional approach was being
questioned as the women's
movement began picking up
steam.
"Assertive feminists were
criticizing what was going on in
society," he said. "I understood
that and had a level of empathy."
Inside the clinic, Schimmel and
the senior partner were having
trouble upholding traditional care
models. Schimmel was told by
patients he was different. It was
something he hadn't realized.
"The patients and I would sit
down and talk. I let them
participate. It's one thing to sit
down and say yes, yes. The key
early in my practice was that I
really listened." He was able to see
red flags that went beyond the
medical situation he was handling.
"In medical school you're taught
not to get too close to a patient, it'll
mess up your judgment,"
Schimmel said. "I learned that it's
just the opposite. Only when you
learn what they feel can you give
the patient the best care.
"You need to know where the
patient's support system is and get
a feeling for the cultural and
religious differences," Schimmel
said. He said nurses learn a lot
more about that in their training
than doctors do.
Listening had forced Schimmel
to confront a number of issues.

Again the answers came from his
upbringing and early training. "I
relied on the value system I grew
up with to tell me what was right
or wrong."

Women told him what previous
doctors had told them. They talked
about what they had been told
prior to surgery, often for a
hysterectomy or to remove ovaries.

Only when you learn
what they feel can
you give the patient
the best care.
/I

/I

realization that there was a lot of
routine care that could be handled
by someone other than an ob/ gyn
doctor. They also wanted to
continue the emphasis on listening
and having the patient participate
in decisions.
The first nurse practitioner was
hired in the mid-70s. Nurse
practitioners were almost nonexistent and there were few
training programs. The first nurse
practitioner hired had trained in
San Francisco and apprenticed
with Schimmel.
"Once we made the decision to
hire her, it all fell into place,"
Schimmel said. "It all began to
make sense."

"It was fiction; I said to myself
that that's not right. They just
wanted to get the patient to the
operating room." He said that was
done to generate revenue for the
doctor. "We were putting our
emphasis on the wrong things.
"I could not continue with that
charade," Schimmel said. "The
best interests of making a living
were interfering with the best
interests of the patient. The
patients had a lot of
misconceptions. That told me I
needed to listen even more."
Schimmel also came to the
conclusion he might not be the best
person to listen in each situation.
Despite his best efforts to be
sensitive, he recognized that
women might not want to talk
about the most personal sides of
their lives with men.
The listening and patient care
took a lot of time. The middle
partner had been asked to leave
the practice because he didn't
allow patients to participate in the
decision-making process. The
work load for Schimmel and the
senior partner increased 50
percent.
The practice came to the

Another nurse practitioner and a
midwife were added. "They taught
me a whole part of caring for sick
people that I hadn't learned in
medical school.
"Every non-physician provider
we had was embraced by the
people of the community." By 1983
there were three nurse
practitioners and two midwives.
There has been far less turnover
among that group than there has
been among doctors. Treatment
concerns and work load made the
tenures of several doctors very
short.
The nurse practitioners and
midwives have stayed. They
understood and embraced the
practice philosophy. "The only
way to really make it work was to
give them responsibility and access
to doctors when they needed it."
There were many more
struggles ahead.
Schimmel and his partner
shared an interest in doing
community work. In 1983they
began an association with the
community clinic, a free clinic for
uninsured patients.
Residents in the UC-Davis
Medical School in Sacramento had
been providing obstetrical services
13

in the clinic to six or seven
women a month. When the
medical school decided to no
longer provide that service,
Schimmel and his partner agreed
to provide it. They did the same
for a clinic in nearby Woodland
which also had been doing six to
seven births a month.
When a hospital in Woodland
stopped doing Medicaid births,
the community clinic's births
grew to 15 a month in each site.
The private practice was also
growing and several young male
partners were brought in. None
lasted more than a few months.
An effort was made to use the
practice's highly trained
midwives and nurse practitioners
in the public clinic. The physicianowned medical insurance
company Schimmel and his
partner had helped finance in
1975canceled their malpractice

room. 'They threatened not to do
the births; it was a near mutiny."
The administrator of the county
hospital went to the county and a
coalition was created. The
Midwifery Service was formed as a
component of The Community
Clinic. In the county of 120,000,the
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new service finished the first year
doing 480 births.
The service has grown to five
midwives serving three clinics-in
Davis, Woodland and West
Sacramento. Today Schimmel
continues as the director of the
Yolo County Midwifery Service.

THE
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insurance.

They found alternative
insurance. That insurance
included protocols which were
stricter and were designed to hold
down the practice.
Everybody was getting tired.
The senior partner and his wife,
who had undergone nurse
practitioner training, left the
practice. His desire was to get
into a small practice of his own.
"I was spending all my waking
hours on public service,"
Schimmel said. "I was
overloaded."
In the summer of 1988,
Schimmel and his partner, before
he left, made the difficult decision
to stop doing births at the public
clinic. Patients were told they
should walk into the hospital and
get emergency room care when it
was time for the birth.
Physicians who had been
opposed to the midwives were
now protesting the influx of new
patients through their emergency
14

Through cl inics in three Northern California communities,
Dr. Schimmel and his staff
of doctors, midwives and nurse practitioners provide a complete range of prenatal,
delivery and follow-up services for uninsured women.

Up ClOSE
LEON SCHiMMEl
Family: Wife, Lynn; children,
Jeremy (9), Timothy (12),
Jeffrey (21),Micky (23),
Carrie (34).
Family interests: Traveling,
especially to the mountains
or beach; camping; hiking;
and getting involved in
wha tever the kids are
doing (sports and theatre
have been big).
Words to old friends: "Pass
your value system on to
the next generation."

Schimmel's private practice was
still hectic as the new service was
established. Traditionalists
continued to attack Schimmel's
efforts, even though the midwifery
service was relieving them from
cases they had rebelled against.
Schimmel said he experienced
hassles during peer reviews.
Doctors he was recruiting were
being taken aside and told
unfavorable things. "They were
doing all they could to interfere."
The first woman ob / gyn was
added in early 1991 and two years
ago a third ob/ gyn was added,
also a woman. Schimmel continues
to be the senior partner in the
private practice, known as

Women's Health Associates.
Schimmel also serves as
chairman of the Women's Health
Department and Birthing Center
at the Sutter Davis Hospital, a
young hospital that is adding a
maternity service.
The Northwestern grad says
things are much easier today than
they were during a two-year
period when he was constantly on
call. The doctors in his practice
have provided stability and the
midwives and nurse practitioners
have remained an important part
of the practice.
Schimmel today spends more
and more time consulting and
doing the special needs births. "I
find it more interesting."
Routines established during the
hectic years have provided a good
educated base among patients in
the county. "It's getting easier all
the time."
The efforts made are reflected
in county statistics. The national
average for births by Caesarean
section is 25 percent. Yolo
County's rate is 10 percent. The
pre-term birth rate is eight to nine
percent na tionally and one to two
percent in the county. Many
mothers who have diabetes or
other health risks have been
taught about those concerns
during previous prenatal

to help meet ongoing care needs.
A committee is now working
on plans for the expenditure of
the money. The first plan is to
develop a program for mothers
whose babies are at risk due to
physical, emotional or substance
abuse. Traditional care models
take these mothers from prena tal
care to the birth and a final
postpartum care visit six weeks
after birth.
"We need to break the family
dysfunction cycle," Schimmel
said, explaining that the new
program will continue family care
for the two to three years before a
child enters Head Start. "It will be
an intervention-prevention type
program."

The second plan is to expand
the training of midwives in the
county. There has been a program
for providing practical experience
for midwives in training but
Schimmel envisions a more
comprehensive effort. He said it is

overwhelming for some women to
go to an urban setting for training.
This would become the only
. midwife training program in a
non-urban setting.
Even more money will be
required to institute that program.
The committee working on the
plan is looking at other resources.
Schimmel was among 800-900
health care workers nominated for
the award. He had been a finalist
last year when the award was first
presented and was among 50-60
people who were interviewed over
a three-day period during the
selection process.
"It was really heartwarming to
be selected," Schimmel said.
The national award has lent
respectability to years of work.
"Since the award, I've received
more positive remarks from other
doctors here than I received in all
of the first 20 years," Schimmel
said. "Before, I was out on the
fringe."

sessions.

There is now five years of data
on public sector births in the
county. Schimmel and his wife, a
nurse practitioner, published an
article on the medical practice
based on the first year of data.
They'll soon publish another.
That kind of data and research
article seldom comes from a nonurban county, Schimmel said.
Schimmel was among 10 health
care workers to receive the 1994
$100,000Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation grants in June. Of
each award, $95,000must be used
15
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TRULY
Theatre grad uses training to help emotionally-troubled students
by Deborah Menning
An eerie Iowa wind howls
outside as nature provides
unexpected, but appropriate,
special effects to a reading of "The
Monkey's Paw" in Bogaard
Theater. Students in the audience
are as engaged in the chilling
drama as those on stage. The wind
shrieks as the readers bring an end
to the story and the dead son
returns from the grave.
You think, "Ah, another fine
Northwestern theatre production."
Not this time. Instead, you have
just had a brief glimpse of a threeday workshop conducted by Dr.
Kella (Klinker' 68) Simonin last
April. Kella, or "Miz Kella" as her
Louisiana students call her,
brought her 25 years of teaching
experience to campus to share with
theatre, English, education,
psychology, and sociology majors.
The reader's theatre was part of
the second day's workshop,
"Using the Techniques of Drama
Therapy to Enhance the English
Curricul urn."
Kella happily lays claim to being
one of the two first theatre major
graduates of Northwestern. She
16

fondly recalls the excellent
teaching and nurturing of "Dr. E.,"
Theora England Willcox, professor
emerita of speech and drama. It
was Dr. England's efforts to find
scholarship funds that helped
Kella complete her NWC
education. "Dr. E" sat in on the
second workshop, visibly pleased
to see one of her own students
imparting valuable knowledge and
experience to today's young
scholars.
Since she left Northwestern,
Kella has had ample opportunity
to learn and grow in teaching and
become proficient in the use of
drama therapy in education. Her
first job was teaching speech and
drama at Ellsworth Community
College in Iowa Falls. When lack
of funding caused her position to
be cut, it was again Dr. England
Willcox who aided Kella. A call
came from Dr. Paul Wallwick at
Tennessee State University. He
said, "I've talked to Dr. E. and
we've already decided we want
you to start a program in speech
and drama at our University
Center satellite in Kingsport."

Kella took up residence in the
beautiful foothills of the Smoky
Mountains and was given "carte
blanche" to create her own
program. She began
"Dramakoros," a group that
performed local folk tales for area
schools. Kella says, "We had no
theater, lights, or stage. We used
what we had and did the best we
could at it-that's what I've done
most of my career."
Her five years at Kingsport gave
her a new range of experiences and
brought Charles Simonin into her
life. After their marriage, they
decided to make their home in
Louisiana where the Simonins can
trace their roots back to a land
grant given by Napoleon. The
move proved beneficial in many
ways. Louisiana's climate
provided great relief for Kella's
psoriatric arthritis. In 1978,she
was granted a teaching
assistantship at Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge while
she worked toward her doctorate.
Three years later, Kella became a
special education teacher and
drama therapist at Greenwell

Springs Hospital School. Here
again she was on her own,
foraging in textbook warehouses
and utilizing her background in
drama to reach students confined
in a "last ditch" situation. As
Kella described her work
environment to NWC students
attending the workshops,
Greenwell Springs School is "the
end of the line" for Louisiana
teens with significant emotional
problems.
The school was created at the
hospital so that patients could
continue their education while
under treatment. It is the only
school like it in the state. About
her students Kella explains, "A
third suffer clinical depression
and corne to us after a serious
suicide attempt. Another third
have psychotic illnesses such as
schizophrenia or drug-induced
psychosis. The last third are
conduct disordered. Often
survivors of incest, this group is
typically heavily medicated. I
have kids in waist-wrist
restraints-try writing or using a
computer restrained like that. I
had one girl swallow paper clips.
For these teens, school has never
been fun. They are a minus 20 on
the motivation scale.
"After my first day on the job, I
went horne and cried. I was
overwhelmed. Some students
were absolutely defiant. Others
couldn't read a word. My only
textbook was an English grammar
and composition book. The only
thing I could think of to do was
draw on my background in
drama so I went to the textbook
warehouse and pulled anything I
could find with a play in it."
In this way, Kella sought to
make school and learning fun for
her students. She says drama is
fun, creates camaraderie and a
sense of belonging, and is
ultimately healing. She refers to

the ancient Greeks who believed
an evening of theatre cleansed
viewers of unhealthy emotions so
that they left the drama renewed
and less of a threat to society.
Kella continues, "Drama
therapy teaches self-controlexpressing emotions in a socially
acceptable way. I seek to
stimulate learning of social
skills-hey, learn to be polite. I

adapted into plays,
improvisation, theatre games.
writing plays and stories, roleplaying, and radio dramas.
During the course of the NWC
presentations, Kella drew
workshop attendees randomly to
participate in the same types of
activities. She carne armed with a
host of bibliographies, materials,
and ideas that students could
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Dr. Kella (Klinker '68) Simonin shared her experience in drama therapy with
Northwestern
students last spring. She is a special education teacher and drama
therapist at a Louisiana school for teens with severe emotional problems.

like to help them with problem
solving because they have boxed
themselves into a locked setting.
They need to learn to think
critically and creatively to enable
themselves to find their way out
of the hospital and back into
society. I literally force my
students to participate or send
them back to the hospital unit, a
definitely un-fun place to be."
When Kella says participate,
she means it. Her students do
reader's theatre, open-ended
plays (great for the development
of problem-solving skills), stories

freely take to begin building their
own files.
Kella ended one workshop
session with an emotionally
compelling visual aid-a video of
her Greenwell Springs students
presenting a play. The young
actors included a deaf girl, a blind
student, and one young woman
who had been placed in restraints
the day before production. Using
costumes and set pieces from
Kella's garage-sale scavaging,
these students gave a heartwrenching testimonial to the love
and expertise of their "Miz Kella."
17
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Jeanette Rylaarsdam Baas
traveled to South Africa this
summer on a trip initiated by the
Reformed Church in America's
Office of Social Witness. The
group met with church and
political leaders as well as
educators, labor leaders and
environmentalists. On her way
back, Jeanette spent six days in
Addis Ababa where her son, Marc,
is completing three years as U.S.
ambassador to Ethiopia. While
there, she went with him to
observe the election, one of the
first in that newly-democratic
country.

'50
The Rev. Harold Korver has
been elected to serve as the 1994-95
president of the Reformed Church
in America's General Synod. He is
pastor of Emmanuel Reformed
Church in Paramount, Calif.
Dr. Thomas TenHoeve, who
served as a professor, academic
dean and acting president at
Northwestern from 1958-70,has
been named to the American
Council on Education
International Commission. This
commission is composed of the
top international educators from
colleges and universities across
the country. He also was
recently elected to a third term as
chairman of the American
Council on International and
Intercultural Education.
TenHoeve, president of Oakton
Community College in Des
Plaines, Ill., also serves on the
U.S. State Department USAID
Global Bureau's Human
Capacity Development Advisory
Task Force.

NEWS

Dr. Bernard
Hietbrink '50,
dean of the
College of
Pharmacy at
South Dakota
State University,
retired Aug. 31
Bernie Hielbrink
after 30 years of service to SDSU.
After graduating from
Northwestern Junior College,
Hietbrink served in the Air Force
during the Korean War and then
completed a bachelor's degree in
pharmacy at SDSU. He earned
his doctorate in pharmacology
and toxicology at the University
of Chicago in 1961and worked as
a research associate there until
joining the pharmacology faculty
at South Dakota State in 1964.
Hietbrink served as head of the
Department of Pharmacology
from 1966-86,when he assumed
the position of acting dean. In
1987,he was named dean.
"Dean Hietbrink has always
emphasized the high standards of
the pharmacy discipline, both as a

'62

professional and as a dean," said
SDSU President Robert Wagner.
"He gave firm leadership to the
college. His contributions will be
long-lasting."
During his tenure at SDSU,
Hietbrink taught pharmacology
and toxicology to pharmacy and
nursing students, participated in
the educational program at the
University of South Dakota
School of Medicine, and assisted
in teaching courses and
continuing education programs to
practicing optometrists in the
state.
Under Hietbrink's leadership,
the College of Pharmacy has
experienced significant changes.
The size of the faculty increased
from a full-time equivalent of 15
to 24, and new master's degree
and doctorate programs were
initiated.
Hietbrink and his wife, Elaine,
plan to build a home in the
retirement community of Bella
Vista, Ark. They are the parents
of four grown children.
in the United Methodist Church.
The order of elder is the highest
classification of ordained ministry
in the United Methodist Church.
She pastors the Marathon and
Rembrandt, Iowa, United
Methodist churches.

Chaplain (Col.) Douglas Groen
retired July 1 following more than
28 years of service in the U.S.
Army. His career included service
in Vietnam, at Fitzsimons Army
Medical Center, at Fort Lewis, and
in Korea as assistant division
chaplain with the Second Infantry
Ed Aronson is now
Division and staff chaplain of the
administrator at Valley Christian
Combined Field Army. He also
High School in Boise, Idaho.
served as staff chaplain at Brooke
Army Medical Center and staff
chaplain, Health Services
Command. He and his wife,
After receiving his Doctor of
Elizabeth, now reside in SanAntonio. Musical Arts degree from the
University of Colorado last year,
Stephen Branch is pursuing a
career in opera/musical theatre.
He is currently performing at the
In June, the Rev. Shirley
Meendering was ordained an elder Goodman Theatre in Chicago.

'73

'79

'69

19

Deaths
Olive (Boland) Nagel '17 died
April 30, 1993, in Oklahoma City at
the age of 95. After her Academy
days, she attended Morningside
College and then graduated from
Hope College. She taught English
and Latin at Cresco, Alton, Orange
City, Lime Springs, Ridgeway,
Harris and, lastly, Lake Park,
where she retired in 1964. Her
husband, Paul, preceded her in
death. She was active in the
Spencer Clef Club and the
Federated Women's Club, and
held offices in the American
Legion Auxiliary and United
Methodist Women.
Clifford Pals '55 died June 13 at
his home in White Bear Lake,
Minn. A graduate of NWJC and
the University of South Dakota, he
served as president of Pals
Transfer in Orange City in the
1950sand '60s when it was the
largest intrastate trucking firm in
Iowa. He then moved to the Twin
Cities where he was self-employed
in a variety of sales work.
Survivors include his wife, Norma;
three sisters, including Charlene
Prins '69; one brother; one
daughter; and four sons, including
Steven '75 and Rick '79.
John Brass x'69 died April 6
while on vacation in Myrtle Beach,
S.c. He worked for the Ford
Motor Company for 23 years, most
recently as the traffic and
purchasing manager for the
Maumee, Ohio, stamping plant.
He was a member of Trinity
United Methodist Church,
Swanton, Ohio; Swanton Elks
Club; Toledo Choral Society; and
the Swanton Railroad Club. He is
survived by his wife, Susan; a son
and daughter; his mother; a sister;
and a brother.
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Ruth (Somsen) Keizer x'71 died
May 29 in Minneapolis. She was a
registered nurse at the Hennepin
County Medical Center in
Minneapolis. Survivors include
her husband, Thomas '69; a son
and daughter; two brothers,
Cornelius '70 and the Rev Philip
'73; and four sisters, Rachel '74;
Miriam Vellinga x'76; Lois Ditmer
x'78; and Eunice Stroh '80.
Linda (Van Dyke) Hietbrink
x'77 died June 15 in Orange City
after a long illness. She was an
active partner with her husband,
the Rev. Dennis '74, in the life of
the Reformed churches they served
in Knoxville, Iowa; Monroe, S.D.;
and, most recently, Newkirk, Iowa.
In addition to her husband, other
survivors include their two sons;
three sisters, including Julie
Kuiper '62; and two brothers.
Paul Vande Kieft '94 died May
25 at the Orange City hospital after
an apparent electrocution while
unloading feed on a farm yard. An
employee of Mix-Rite in Sioux
Center, he was a member of Bethel
Christian Reformed Church, Sioux
Center; and the Sioux Center and
Orange City Saddle Clubs. Among
the survivors are his parents; two
brothers; two sisters; and three
grandparents.
Jennifer Van Horssen x'95 died
June 3 in Algona, Iowa, after a long
bout with leukemia. A Christian
education major, she had been
involved in service projects, an
outreach ministry in Sioux City, a
clown ministry and as a camp
counselor. Survivors include her
parents; two sisters, including
Valerie '91; and three
grandparents.

'80
Brent Vermeer was recently
promoted to a detective position
with the Phoenix Police
Department. He is assigned to the
Organized Crime Bureau.

'81
Mike Calvert is now head
football coach at Butler County
Community College in El Dorado,
Kan.

'82
David Vander Aarde graduated
in May from the University of
Illinois with an executive M.B.A.
degree. He and his wife, Erin
(Bohn), live in Danville, Ill.

'83
Diane Van Gelder Atherton is a
high school computer teacher in
Covina, Calif. She and her
husband, Timothy, live in Rancho
Cucamonga. They have two
children, Jonathan (12) and
Michael (1).
Gary Harmelink manages a
Campbell's Supply store in Sioux
Falls.
Dean Koele has been promoted
to senior programmer / analyst at
Harker's Distribution in Le Mars.
He has been a programmer /
analyst with Harker's since 1990.
James Miller is now head
football coach at Mayo High
School in Rochester, Minn. Miller
served 10 seasons at Mayo as an
assistant coach, including the last
seven as offensive coordinator.
Yvonne (Sampson) Pickup is a
purchasing manager for Kraft
Foods. Her husband, Walter '85, is

a financial planner with IDS
Financial Services. They live in
Apple Valley, Minn.

'84
Pamela (Mordenti) Richardson
graduated in June from the
Institute of Biblical Studies and
completed the "Partners in
Ministry" program at the
International School of Theology.
Her husband, Dave, completed a
master's degree in theology /
apologetics. They have returned to
the Atlanta area to develop a
ministry to professors at Georgia
Tech, Emory University and other
schools.
Jay Rozeboom teaches and
coaches at West Lyon Community
School. His wife, Carol (De Haan
'86), is a homemaker and a track
coach at West Lyon. The
Rozeboom family lives in rural
Rock Rapids.

'85
Dr. Steve Locker is practicing
general surgery with Northwest
Surgery P.e. in Orange City.
Dee Raquet has started a
private practice after working for
two years as the assistant
supervisor of Lakeshore Family
Services. She received her Master
of Social Work degree from the
University of Chicago and recently
passed the licensure examination.
She lives in Waukegan, Ill.

'86
Kari Korver-Shine is a contact
lens consultant at Econ Optics. She
lives in Sioux City with her
husband, Michael, and son, Logan.
Mike Landhuis is now a middle
school principal for the ColoNESCO school district in Zearing,
Iowa. His wife, Nancy (Walhof

Dr. Charollene (Vander Pol
'51) Coates recently received the
1994Teaching
Excellence
Award from the
Nebraska State
College System.
A nine-year
member of the
faculty at
Charollene Coates
Chadron State
College, Coates received a $3,000
stipend and an engraved trophy.
Coates, who serves as
professor of education and
director of student teaching, was
called a role model by Chadron
students Jill Rapp and Brenda
Knoll in letters written to support
her nomination for the award.
"She is teaching us ways to build
self-confidence, recognize
learning styles and promote
positive attitudes in ourselves, so
in turn we will implement these
things in the classroom," the
students wrote.
Becky De Boer, a Chadron
Middle School English teacher
who works closely with Coates in
preparing for an annual summer
'87), teaches business in Hubbard.
Mark Leuer worked for ITT
Financial for five years before
joining Security Pacific in 1993.
Last December he was promoted
to region manager for the Chicago
area. He lives in South Elgin, Ill.,
with his wife, Amber, and family.
The Rev. Jill Sanders is now
pastor of the Colesburg, Iowa,
United Methodist Church. She
had been pastor of the Calvary
Reformed Church in Hagaman,
NY, for the past year.

'87
Tim Hielkema graduated from
Iowa State University in 1993with

whole language conference, says
Coates' expertise and
performance are outstanding.
"She is a dedicated professional
who cares deeply about her
students."
Coates, who calls herself a
"teacher of teachers," was the
1989recipient of Chadron's
Burlington Northern Faculty
Achievement Award. She says,
"There have been many
highlights during my years at
Chadron State College, but the
most meaningful to me is hearing
that our student teachers seem
better prepared than those from
many other programs and that
their rate of employment
following graduation is very
high."
Coates earned her bachelor's
and master's degrees in
education from Chadron State
College, and her doctorate in
education administration from
the University of South Dakota.
She lives in Rapid City, S.D., with
her husband, Keith, who recently
retired after 18 years as principal
at Central High School.
a master's degree in architecture
and a master's in community and
regional planning. He is an intern
architect for Voorhees Design
Alliance in West Des Moines.

'88
Faith Baker has begun work on
an M.B.A. in accounting and
finance at Northern Illinois
University.
Janet (Young) Beard lives in St.
Joseph, Mo., where she practices
physical therapy at a private
orthopedic clinic with nursing
home and home health work also.
After five years of teaching
chemistry and physics at
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Kalamazoo, Mich., Christian High
School, Susan (Van Meeteren)
Brush is preparing to go to the
mission field with Wycliffe Bible
Translators. She and her husband,
Beaumont, are working toward
master's degrees in linguistics at
the University of Texas-Arlington.
Dr. Jim Else is a partner in the
Vander Leest and De Haan
optometry practice in Pella. His
wife, Linda (Keele '90), teaches
high school special education and
serves as an assistant tennis coach.
Dr. David Schram is now a
partner in the Bemidji, Minn.,
dental clinic of Goodell, Stubbins,
and Schram.
Brian Van Haaften is now
assistant director of admissions
and assistant basketball coach at
Buena Vista College. He
previously was principal, head
basketball coach, and former head
baseball coach at Storm Lake St.
Mary's High School.

'89
Gloria (Blankers) Bartelt
teaches special education for K-8 at
the Titonka Consolidated School.
The Rev. Dan Heemstra
graduated from Western
Theological Seminary in May and
was ordained in Orange City's
Trinity Reformed Church in June.
He is now pastor of the Overisel
Reformed Church in Holland,
Mich. He and his wife, Michele,
have two sons, Jacob (2) and Jonah
(10 months).
Mark Jordan is a
pharmaceutical representative in
the south suburbs of Chicago. He
is employed by Janssen
Pharmaceutica, a subsidiary of
Johnson' and Johnson. He resides
in Aurora, Ill.
Dr. Kurt Korver graduated from
the University of Iowa Medical
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Births
Denise (Bosch x'75) and John
Vander Stelt '83, son, John Joseph,
joins Becky (13).
Donna and Ed Mortenson x'79,
son, Kaleb Andrew.
Nanette (Benson '81) and
Stephen Branch '79, son, Joshua,
joins Matt (10),Jim (7) and Ben (3).
Jami and Mike Calvert '81, son,
Austin, joins Dane (5) and Morgan
(4).

Holly and Mark Ketelsen '81,
daughter, Lydia Beth, joins Ethan
(2).

Margene (Gaalswyk '82) and
Gene Raak '82, daughter, Melinda
Joy, joins Rebecca (9) and Nathaniel
(7).

John and Lynn (Patton '82)
Schneider, daughter, Rachel
Megan.
Laura and Gary Harmelink '83,
daughter, Jordan Marie.
Barb (Huitink '83) and Don
Huygens '82, daughter, Sarah
Elizabeth, joins Daniel (2).
Yvonne (Sampson '83) and
Walter Pickup '85, daughter,
Allison Kate, joins Lee (6).
Bob Sorensen '83 and Yolanda
Vanderlaan, daughter, Natalie Joy
Sorensen Vanderlaan.
Fonda and Murray Hulstein '84,
daughter, Malyn Lynae, joins
Randa (6) and Rylee (4).
Dave and Pamela (Mordenti '84)
Richardson, daughter, Victoria
Blythe, joins Serenity Lynn.

School in May. He and his wife,
Jane (Van Der Weide '89), now
live in Springfield, Ill., with their
three children. Kurt is in an
otorhinolaryngology-head and
neck surgery residency.
Dr. Dean Ver Mulm graduated
from the Illinois College of
Optometry and is now a doctor of
optometry in Emmetsburg.

Carol (De Haan '86) and Jay
Rozeboom '84, daughter, Aurelie
Jane, joins Breann (6) and [ayme
(4).

Michael '86 and Nancy (Walhof
'87) Landhuis, son, Zachariah
Allen, joins Joshua (4).
Amber and Mark Leuer '86, son,
Jared, joins Jason (2).
Jill and Scott Mulder '87,
daughter, McKenzie Joy.
Jack and Krist! (Heuton '87)
Zimmerer, daughter, Carrie Ann.
Ronald and Janet (Young '88)
Beard, daughter, Danielle Nicole.
Gary and Robyn (Start '88)
Mulder, daughter, Allison Joy,
joins Erin.
Carol and Dave Rozeboom '88,
daughter, Carlee Marie.
Kristi and Curt Van Koevering
'88, son, Moses Eli, joins Hannah
(3).

Brian and Gloria (Blankers '89)
Bartelt, son, Matthew Keith.
Linda (Keele '90) and Dr. Jim
Else '88, daughter, Aubree Marie.
John and Lisa (Gunnerson '90)
Krogman, daughter, Alison Marie.
Waneda (Henning '91) and
Tony Shaw '90, son, Wade
Douglas.
Janell (Vander Linden '92) and
Rod Benson '93, son, Joshua
Robert.
Julie (Vander Ploeg x'92) and
Israel Jacob '92, son, Lucas David.

'90
Kyle Achterhoff has joined the
football coaching staff at
Northwest Missouri State
University after teaching and
coaching at Galva-Holstein, Iowa,
High School. Kyle is working with
Head Coach Mel Tjeerdsma, a
former NWC assistant, and

Offensive Coordinator Jim
Svoboda '83.
Lisa (Gunnerson) Krogman
teaches behavior disorders K-6 in
Atlantic.

'91
Amy (Hupke) Brighton has
taught business/marketing at
South O'Brien High School in
Paullina for three years. She also
coaches volleyball, basketball and
track.
Deanna (Lantz) Frederick is
now teaching kindergarten at the
M-OC/Floyd Valley Elementary
School in Orange City after three
years in the West Lyon school
system.
Carrie Rubenking completed a
master's degree in Christian
education at Asbury Theological
Seminary in May. She is now
employed at Northwestern part
time as resident director of
Hospers Hall.
Bill Van Roekel is an account
executive for credit unions with
Management Recruiters in Des
Moines. His wife, Jamie (Siegrist
'90), does desktop publishing
work at home for a local church.
They have a daughter, Molly (1 1/
2).

'92
Kris and Ann (Sybesma '93)
Korver now live at 16838Grand
Ave., Bellflower, CA 90706. Kris
teaches history and government
and serves as a basketball and
tennis coach at Valley Christian
High School in Cerritos.
Pam (Kaster) Krull is the
assistant director of the Children's
Playshop in Pella. She also
teaches pre-kindergarten and preschool.

Lorene
Marriages
Whitehouse
Celeste Grabowski x'65 and
Dykstra '74,
Jesse
Bolinger, Gary, Ind.
secondary
Brent Vermeer '80 and Kendra
principal in the
Harvey,
Tempe, Ariz.
Griswold
Doug
Te Grotenhuis '83 and
Community
Peggy Fuerniss, Orange City
School District,
Lorene Dykstra
Paul Dykema '85 and Glenda
was one of two
Baker
'86.
school administrators honored by
Natalie Kragt '85 and Gary Van
the Iowa Bandmasters Association
Meeteren,
Archer.
in May. Dykstra and
Richard Vander Wei '88 and
Superintendent Dave Darnell of
Carol Schmit, Sheldon.
Mason City were named as
Susan Van Meeteren '88 and
Outstanding Administrators by
Beaumont
Brush, Dallas, Texas.
the directors' association for their
Dan
De
Jager '90 and Barbara
exemplary support of Iowa's band
Juhnke, Omaha.
programs and the students who
Amy Hupke '91 and Mark
participate in them.
Brighton,
Paullina.
Griswold's secondary band
Deanna Lantz '91 and Mark
director, Dennis Frazier,
Frederick
'95, Orange City.
nominated Dykstra for the award.
Joy
Brinkhuis
'92 and Bradley
"This is the first year the
Schroeder, Sioux Falls, S.D.
association has given this award,
Elizabeth (De Jong '93) and
and I am very pleased that Mrs.
Andrew DeBraber '93, Holland,
'D' was selected," he said. "She
Mich.
has been very, very supportive of
Gina Mast '93 and Jason Smits
our instrumental program, and the
'94,
Orange City.
most outstanding principal that I
Michael Van Riesen '93 and
have had the privilege of working
Janelle
Renes '95, Omaha.
with in 34 years of teaching. It
Cindy
De Boer '94 and Scott
was a great thrill to see her receive
Yoder
'94,
Dubuque.
this award."
Greg Jenness '94 and Jody
Dykstra is now in her fifth year
Dannatt
'96, Oak Park, Ill.
as principal of Griswold's high
Karen
Van Gorp '94 and Darryl
school and middle school.
Ten Pas, Cedar Grove, Wis.
The couples reside in the cities listed.
Joy (Brinkhuis) Schroeder is
employed at ATC Environmental
in Sioux Falls, S.D., as the accounts
receivable manager.

'93
Liz (De [ong) and Andy
DeBraber live in Holland, Mich.,
where he is working toward the
M.Div. degree at Western
Theological Seminary.

'94
Kristi Waugh works as a public
relations representative for
Winnebago Industries in Forest
City.
Cindy (De Boer) and Scott
Yoder live in Dubuque where Scott
works as an account representative
for Avco Financial Services and
Cindy is employed as a staff
accountant at Gavin, McDonald
and Associates.
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Calendar of Events
October
ACTIVITIES
7-8
Movie, "Remains of the Day," Bogaard
Theater, 7 and 9:30 p.m.
14
Homecoming Alumni Recognition Dinner,
DeWitt Center, 6:15 p.m.
14
Movie, "Sister Act II," Bogaard Theater, 9:30
p.m.
15
Morning on the Green, 9:30 a.m.-noon
Campus Tours, 9:30-11 a.m.
All-Sports Reunion, Bultman Intercollegiate
Athletic Center, 10 a.m.
Movie, "Sister Act II, Bogaard Theater, 2 and 9
p.m.
Brat and Burger Fry, west end of campus
green, 11:30 a.m.
Fifth Quarter, Auditorium, 4:30 p.m.
Homecoming Class Reunions for 1969, 1974

ALUMNI What's New With You?
Letus knowso we can tellyour friendsand classmates.
Send to: Officeof InformationServices,Northwestern
College,101 7th St. SW,Orange City,IA 51041.

16
28-29

and 1984, 6 p.m.
Drama Reunion Dinner, 6 p.m.
Homecoming Dance, Rowenhorst Student
Center Mini-Gym, 9 p.m.
Alumni/Student Worship, Chapel, 11 a.m.
Movie, "Philadelphia," Bogaard Theater, 7
and 9:30 p.m.

FINE ARTS
2
Faculty Recital, Debora Vogel, voice, accompanied by Dr. Rodney [iskoot, Chapel, 3 p.m.
3-28
October Art Exhibit, prints and sculptures by
Wayne Anderson and Ray Replogle, Te Paske
Gallery
14
Children's Play, presented to the general
public, Mini-Gym, 7 p.m.
16
Student Recital, Juliana Van Engelenhoven,
soprano, and Barbara Reuvers, mezzosoprano, Christ Chapel, 3 p.m.
31
Theatre performance by Impact International
from Uganda, Christ Chapel, 10:05 a.m.

November
ACTIVITIES
4-5
Movie, "Shadowlands," Bogaard Theater, 7
and 9:30 p.m. each day and 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday
4-6
Parents' Weekend
11-12 Movie, "Schindler's List," Bogaard Theater, 7
p.m. each day and 1:30 p.m. on Saturday

Narne

_

Address
Home Phone

_
Classof

FINE ARTS
1-30
November Art Exhibit, sculptures by the Rev.
Rudy Kuyten, Te Paske Gallery
5
Parents' Weekend Concert, Chapel, 7 p.m.
19
Symphonic Band Concert, Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
GUEST LECTURES
2-4
The Rev. Dr. Tim Brown, pastor of Christ
Memorial Church, Holland, Mich.,
Reformation Preaching Series

